Inspiring the
Intermediate String Player

Charles Laux
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Characteristics
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~ ® Typically 2nd and 3rd year players
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VVhat happens to students over
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Challenges

® |t's not a“new’ instrument/experience

® Students had the same teacher last year
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Beginning of the year

® |nstrument maintenance
® Strings

® Pegs & fine tuners
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Skills learned in beginning year

® Body posture and instrument set-up

® Essential technical skills
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Book |

® Pizzicato

® Open Strings

D &A strlng tetrachords_
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Finishing the |st year: Expectations

® Solid posture and instrument set up
® Knowledge of notes/fingerings
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What is NEW fcr mtermedlate pIayers’

e s : » sy N § L. P 4 Py > WA L : . -t p - a5l Lo o '.-__.; - ol
DL T . N b '_'.-D. ol 2 . .;..‘ ' B B s § 4 oAy .(" & "" 5 il ‘.‘:_‘ Ka’ ot ‘,as,-.,.'," '.. a k2
» A .
"

P Y alt s
a B 4 s o) LR ‘.\:ﬂ.._l. 1 b“" e R e - ] oy, LAl of L — '.,' . '.-,.- o S J-c."
- ] b Y w ] . - ) p

Thursday, July 31, 14



Starting the 2nd year: Review

® Gets the “rust” off ® C major scale & arpeggio

® D major scale & arpeggio ® Changing bow speeds

® Slurs ® Lots of aural training (echoes)
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New technical skills

® New fingerings - Low |, High 3, Extensions

® New key signatures & time signatures
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Notes learned in Essential Elements Book 1

Violin Viola Cello Double Bass

low<-----strings -----> high low<-----strings -----> high low<-----strings -----> high low<-----strings -----> high




Notes learned in Essential Elements Book 2

Violin Viola Cello Double Bass

gs --=-- > hig

low<-----strings -----> high low<-----strin h low<-----strings -----> high low<-----strings -----> high




Finger Patterns for Violin/Viola

FINGER PATTERNS

There are four basic finger patterns, which are combinations of whole and half steps. In the “open” hand pattern, a half step occurs
between the open string and first finger. The other patterns have half steps between 1-2, 2-3, or 3-4. Notice that some finger
patterns include new notes.

i
e

open hand 1-2 2-3
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Violin & Viola Finger Patterns

1-2 pattern 2-3 pattern 3-4 pattern open hand
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Violin & Viola Finger Patterns




Assessments

® Keep assessments geared for student success, attainable goals

® Students should not be surprised or stumped about how to do an
assessment
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Finding “newness”

® Must show excitement & promote the learning of new technical skills

® Challenge students:“VWhen you increase your technical skills you can
play more exciting sheet music”
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Finding “newness”

® Encourage private lessons
® Foster social practice sessions (‘Pizzicato & pizza party”)

® Mix it up by altering seating or eve
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Finding “newness”

® Foster playing tunes by rote (learn the latest tune on the radio!)
® Allow students to compose (soundtracks, etc.)

® |mprovise!!

- ~'J-~.
» .'\...1‘_’.

Thursday, July 31, 14



Orchestra Exchange via Skype

Hilliard Heritage Middle School
Orchestra (Hilliard, Ohio)

and






Learning about
alternative styles
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If a student wants to drop...

® Find out the REAL reasons (musical, social, etc.)

® Point out and showcase the student’s strengths to others
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witching Instruments...
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witching Instruments...
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Switching Instruments...
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Switching Instruments...
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To summarize...

® Understand the needs of intermediate players

® Pay extra special attention |
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Special thanks to...
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Contact Me!

‘ charleslaux1@gmail.com
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