
You want ME to teach guitar?  
I’m an orchestra director!

Bob Morris & Charles Laux
Hal Leonard Corporation

2014 Midwest Clinic
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STARTING A GUITAR 
PROGRAM

popularity of the guitar

affordability of a program

potential for growth

build total numbers in your music 
program
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Benefits of guitar 
instruction

Diversity

New styles of music 

folk, pop/rock, classical, etc.

non-traditional music student

music appreciation
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How to approach 
administration

Provide a rationale of how a guitar 
program will positively impact your 
school

Include more students in the arts

Affordable to fund

Low maintenance costs
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How to recruit 
students

Wednesday, December 17, 14



How to recruit 
students
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How to recruit 
students

Just say the word “guitar”

Posters around school

Morning Announcements

May have to cap enrollment
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Non-guitarist 
teaching guitar

Not difficult to learn basics

Easy to teach & motivate

Fun to learn a new instrument

Teaching Guitar Workshops

http://www.GuitarEduNet.org

Wednesday, December 17, 14

http://www.guitaredunet.org
http://www.guitaredunet.org


GuitarEduNet.org
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Equipment and 
Materials

The right guitar

Books

Sheet Music

Other materials
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guitar program 
set up costs (Classroom 

set of 30)
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guitar program 
set up costs
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guitar program 
set up costs

Classical Guitars ($140 each) = $4,200

Soft Cases ($20 each) = $600

Accessories (Tuners, Misc.) = $200

(Classroom 
set of 30)

$5,000
Have students purchase their own book
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Getting Started Demo

Rest position/
playing position/
RH and LH 
positions

Posture

Basic chords 
(rhythm)

Note reading 
(lead)

Simple bass 

Ensembles from a 
lead sheet

3 part ensemble 
scoring

The Capo
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Rest & Playing Position
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Chords on Day 1!
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4 beats 
of Silence

2 beats 
of Silence

Chord changing 
teaching sequence
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Sing & play right away!
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Note reading is easy
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Note Values
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The first “ensemble”
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Suggested Bass Rhythms
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Great Tunes!
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Great Tunes!
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Great Tunes!
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The capo
Instant 
transposition!

Device clamps on 
the neck of the 
guitar

Allows students to 
play tunes 
(chords) in keys 
that are beyond 
their playing 
ability

Shubb Capo
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Questions??
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Special Thanks
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Questions? Contact Us! 

Bob Morris - gtrbob@aol.com

Charles Laux - charleslaux1@gmail.com

Slides and links available online: 
www.stringedtech.com
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