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2018-2019 Concert Season

Fall Concert 
September 25, 2018


6:30 PM

Featuring special guests: 


Webb Bridge and Hopewell Middle Schools’ 8th Grade Orchestras


Winter Concert 
December 4, 2018


6:30 PM


Midwest Clinic Preview Concert 
December 11, 2018


7:00 PM 


LGPE Preview Concert 
February 7, 2019


7:00 PM


Spring Concert 
April 18, 2019


7:00 PM 



Welcome to another exciting year of musical performances by the 

Alpharetta High School Orchestra!  On behalf of our students, faculty and 

administrative team, I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome to our 

talented orchestra members.  This exceptional group of musicians has 

earned a reputation of excellence that evokes pride throughout our school 

and the Alpharetta community.  

I continue to be impressed with the performances of our Orchestra and the 

amazing opportunities for our students. For example, twice our Orchestra 

has performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City and the Midwest 

International Band & Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  Additionally, our 

Orchestra has performed as an honor group at the ASTA National 

Conference and at Festival Disney in Orlando. I am looking forward to the 

AHS Symphony Strings performance at The Midwest Clinic in December 

2018.  

I am extremely proud of our orchestra musicians who give their best efforts 

to every practice, rehearsal and performance.  I also want to extend special 

appreciation to AHS Orchestra Director, Dr. Charles Laux, who lends his 

expertise to these award-winning musicians every day.   

Enjoy the performance. Go Raiders! 

Best Regards, 

Shannon N.  Kersey, Ph.D. 

Principal 
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Administration

Fine Arts Faculty

String Unit Directors 

Connect with us! 
www.alpharettaorchestra.org

Dr. James Barket 
Webb Bridge Middle School


Ms. Teresa Hoebeke 
Hopewell Middle School

Amy Binder - Visual Arts Teacher

Ira Jenkins - Asst Band Director

Allie Kornegay - Visual Arts Teacher

Dr. Charles Laux - Orchestra Director

Michelle Levesque - Choral Director

Kendra Magill - Fine Arts Department Chair

Becca Michael - Visual Arts Teacher

Sarah Stoffle - Theater Director

Mike Walsh - Band Director 

Dr. Shannon Kersey - Principal
Errol Dice - Assistant Principal
Clair Greenaway - Assistant Principal
Tina Johnson - Assistant Principal
Michael Scheifflee - Assistant Principal
Sharolyn Ketchup, Administrative Assistant
Daniel Devine - Athletic Director
Whitney Decaminada - Testing Coordinator
Frank Fortunato - IB Coordinator
Laurie Veillon - RTI/SST Specialist



Alpharetta High School opened in the fall of 2004 with 48 students enrolled in the orchestra 
program and 37 students enrolled in the band program.  The current enrollment for entire music 
program exceeds 500 students. 

• Musicians from AHS Orchestra and AHS Band have been selected as Governor’s Honors 
Program Participants for the past fourteen years

• AHS music students have earned placement in the GMEA All-State Organizations every year 
since opening in 2004• 2005 - Orchestra performed at the Florida Festival Tours Music Festival

• 2006 – Chamber Orchestra performed for GMEA In-Service Conference in Savannah

• 2006 – Chamber Orchestra and Wind Ensemble performed in Carnegie Hall for National Band 
and Orchestra Festival

• 2006 – Alpharetta High School Chamber Orchestra performed at Midwest Clinic 

• 2008 - Alpharetta High School Symphony performed for Ribbon Cutting Opening Ceremony 
for Verizon Wireless Amphitheater at Encore Park and AHS Marching Band performed for Grand 
Opening Ceremony

• 2008 AHS Bands perform at Heritage Band Festival in San Francisco

• 2009 ASTA National Convention in Atlanta, Alpharetta High School Symphony Guest 
Performing Group

• 2010 - AHS Symphony and Wind Ensemble both selected to Perform for GMEA In-Service 
Conference in Savannah

• 2010 -The Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band were both invited to and performed at the 
National Concert Band Festival at Carnegie Hall in NYC. 

• 2011 - Wind Ensemble performed at the University of Georgia’s 61st annual JanFest

• 2012 - Wind Ensemble was invited to perform as one of only 2 bands selected as a Georgia 
Band of Distinction by Georgia State University

• 2012 - AHS Symphony performed at the Midwest International Band & Orchestra Clinic

• 2013 - The AHS Wind Ensemble was invited to perform at the University of Alabama’s Honor 
Band Festival

• 2016 - AHS Symphony performed at GMEA In-Service in Athens.

• 2016  - AHS Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Symphony, and Chamber Orchestra National 

Band and Orchestra Festival at Carnegie Hall in NYC.

• 2017 - AHS Philharmonia, Sinfonia, and Symphony Strings perform at the Kennesaw State 

University Orchestra Invitational

• 2018 - AHS Symphony Strings selected to perform at The Midwest Clinic in Chicago

• 2018 - AHS Orchestra program expands to five levels of orchestra, making it the first of its 

kind in Fulton County

AHS Instrumental Music Highlights



About the AHS Orchestra Program 
 
The orchestra program at Alpharetta High School has a long standing tradition of excellence.  In 
2004 the Alpharetta High School Orchestra program began under the leadership of Mr. Sheldon 
Fisher and quickly gained local, state, and national exposure as a leading high school orchestra 
program. 


The orchestra program offers a course for everyone, consisting of five ability-based levels: 
Concert Orchestra, Philharmonia, Sinfonia, Symphony, and Chamber. Students are placed into 
ensembles based on teacher recommendations, past experience, and an audition.


• Students form and rehearse their own ensembles to perform at community and school 
functions


• All string orchestras combine with band students to form a full symphony orchestra exceeding 
200 participants for AHS Graduation every year at Verizon Wireless Amphitheater


• AHS Music Ensembles are consistently rated superior at festivals, competitions, and GMEA 
Large Group Performance Evaluations


Friends of the Orchestra 
Many thanks to the individuals who donated to our “Friends of the Orchestra” campaign via 
direct monetary donation or advertisement purchase. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
This list is current as of September 15, 2018.  Further donors will be listed on our website and 
concert inserts.

Patron ($250-$499) 
Huthmaker Violins 

Benefactor ($500-$999) 
KSU School of Music 
The Baker Family 
Exxon Mobil Corporation 

Maestro’s Circle (>$1000) 
Beau Vinci Violins

Friends ($25-$49) 
The Liu Family 
The Pillay Family 

Donors ($50-$99) 
Nisreen Mashayekh 
The Wang Family 
Emily Wetzel 

Sponsor ($100-$249) 
Shuping Bao  
Atlanta Violins 
Linda Harris 
Tom Kasmiersky 
The Nagia Family 

Special Thanks… 
The AHS Orchestras would like to thank Mr. Craig 
Sweat for taking the formal orchestra photos and 
conductor’s headshots for this program book.  We 
are thankful for your time and talents!



The orchestra students of Alpharetta High School have practiced long and hard to present a 
quality musical experience for your enjoyment. The audience plays a significant role in the 
success of each concert. To show appreciation for students’ efforts and consideration for your 
fellow audience members, here are a few suggestions that will help make the concerts an 
enjoyable experience for everyone.

Dress 
The conductor and performers are in formal concert attire. It can also be special for the audience 
to dress up to attend concerts. This creates a feeling that the concert is something special – 
because it is!

Entering and Staying Seated 
Try to arrive early for concerts. The doors may not always be open as the orchestra is setting up, 
but you will be rewarded with a good seat for your promptness. Once the music is started, do not 
get up or try to leave the concert until there is applause. Doing otherwise will disturb the 
musicians.  In addition, the audience may create hazards if the lights are dimmed. The general 
guideline is to arrive at least 5 or 10 minutes ahead the performance time, get a program, and 
find a comfortable seat. Conversation with your fellow concertgoers is appropriate at this time, 
however all discussions should cease as soon as the lights dim and musicians start arriving on 
stage.

Quiet please! 
There are some musical pieces that are so delicate that even quiet whispering, rustling 
programs, and opening candy wrappers can ruin the experience for those around you. Please be 
considerate. In addition:

• Please turn off cellular phones, and be sure to silence all other electronic devices
• Please do not take flash photography. This is not only distracting to the audience, but 

disruptive to the performers.
• No talking during performances. Your voice can be picked up by the audio recording 

equipment and is discouraging to fellow audience members. 
• Refrain from calling out your student’s name. Younger children may be inclined to try to 

get the attention of older siblings. Again, this is a concert and not a sporting event.

The orchestra welcomes younger children to their concert with the hope they may be inspired to 
learn, appreciate, and study music. However, at times the music can be startling, the concert 
program can go long, or the seats may become uncomfortable, causing your child to become 
restless. Please remove crying, fidgety children from the auditorium as quickly and quietly as 
possible.

Showing appreciation 
It is appropriate to clap at the entrance of the concertmaster/mistress and then again for the 
conductor. Sometimes the orchestra will play several movements within a composition, and this 
will be listed in the program. It is best not to clap between movements in order to sustain the 
mood and momentum of the piece. If you are unsure of when clapping is appropriate, observe 
the conductor. Also, note that the conductor may pause slightly at the end. It is his way of 

Concert Etiquette



The Director 
Dr. Charles Laux
Dr. Charles Laux is the Director of 
Orchestras at Alpharetta High 
School where his duties include directing 
five levels of orchestra, including the 
nationally recognized AHS Symphony 
Orchestra. He also serves as Essential 
Elements clinician, consultant, and 
contributor for the Hal Leonard 
Corporation. Additionally he 
is an endorsed artist/educator and 
clinician for D’Addario Orchestral 
Strings and Eastman Stringed Instruments. Dr. Laux holds degrees in music education from Ohio 
University, the University of Nevada – Las Vegas, and a Ph.D. from The Ohio State University, with a 
minor in educational technology.


From 2012 to 2016, Dr. Laux served as Assistant Professor of String Music Education at Kennesaw 
State University near Atlanta, Georgia. At KSU, his responsibilities included string teacher training.  He 
taught courses in string techniques and pedagogy, instrumental methods, and music education 
technology. He also supervised student teachers, conducted the KSU Philharmonic, coordinated string 
outreach, and served as director of the KSU String Project and Summer Music Intensive. Under his 
leadership, the KSU String Project grew to provide group after school lessons to over 100 students 
taught by 14 undergraduate music education majors.


Prior to his relocation to Georgia, Dr. Laux spent fifteen years as a public school orchestra director in the 
states of Nevada, Florida, and Ohio. Under his direction in 2006, the Winter Park High School 
Philharmonic (Florida) was selected to perform at the prestigious Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic in 
Chicago.


Dr. Laux served as a graduate teaching associate in strings and full-time Ph.D. student in residence 
at The Ohio State University under the supervision of world-renowned string pedagogue and researcher, 
Dr. Robert Gillespie. His teaching duties included teaching string methods and string technique labs for 
music education majors, supervising student teachers, and serving as assistant conductor for 
the Columbus Symphony Youth Orchestra Chamber Strings.


In addition to public school teaching, Dr. Laux was an adjunct faculty member for twelve years at the 
collegiate level, having taught music appreciation courses and applied string lessons at the College of 
Southern Nevada and Valencia College (Orlando, FL). He has also served as an adjunct faculty member 
at The University of Nevada, Las Vegas where he taught string instrument methods.


Dr. Laux’s leadership roles include serving as president of the Nevada and Florida chapters of the 
American String Teacher’s Association (ASTA) and as the southern division representative on the NAfME 
Council for Orchestral Education.


A dynamic presenter, Dr. Laux completed over 100 educational sessions at conferences in 22 states, 
and at many national conferences. He has conducted regional orchestras in Florida, Georgia, Ohio, New 
Mexico, and South Carolina. His state-level appearances include the 2012 New Mexico All-State 
Concert Orchestra, the 2013 Georgia Statewide Honor Orchestra, and the South Carolina Middle School 
All-State Orchestra in 2016. He will conduct the West Virginia MS All-State Orchestra in 2018.


Dr. Laux has performed with the Las Vegas Philharmonic, the Nevada Chamber Symphony, and several 
other orchestral ensembles. In 2016, he performed as a soloist, collaborating with several members of 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra. Dr. Laux remains in frequent demand across the nation as a presenter, 
orchestra clinician, conductor, and adjudicator.  He resides in Marietta with his two sons, Charlie (9) and 
Anderson (7).



The Concert Orchestra is the first level intermediate orchestra and meets daily during first 
period. The content of this course includes instruction in performance techniques with 
emphasis placed on technical and musical skills through the study of rudimentary exercises and 
mainly grade 3 string orchestra repertoire. Individual practice outside of class time is necessary 
for successful mastery of performance standards.

Concert Orchestra 

Violin 
Sneha Alex 
Julia Arizono 
Juliana Avalos 
Brianna Cook 
Manasi Guntuku 
Varsha Jacob 
Layla Jeeth 
Shriya Kondur * 
Naman Kumar 
Angel Peay 
Johanna Romero 
Neekia Saadati 
Jemie Sagaya 
Nehal Sinha 
Shriya Thungathurti 
Aria Vaghefi 

Viola 
Atreyee Ghosh 
Deyaa Mashayekh 
Peyton Tennebar 
Wade Thompson 

Cello 
Ryan Gonano 
Emily Mizuki 
Gabriela Morales-Cuellar 
Avni Rajit 

Double Bass 
Louis Jean-Guillaume 

* denotes Beethoven Chamber Orchestra 



Philharmonia

Violin 
Sara Allen 
Inesh Biswas 
Morgan Camp 
Kayla Crawford 
Deena Ghiai 
Yenifer Herrera 
Amir Hojjati 
Rohit Jivangikar 
Divya Joshi 
Harish Kanthi 
Hajin Kim 
Senadzi Kpeglo 
Victoria Li 
Bryndi Macdonald 
Waka Mizutani 
Meghan Nagia 
Natalie Nelson 
Naveed Noori 
Kendall Parker 

Ashwin Prabhu 
Dhanya Ravikrishnan 
Manya Ravikrishnan 
Akhila Thirumala 
Samuel Wong 

Viola 
Kamille Caldwell 
Anabel Dimova 
Rian Evans 

Cello 
Henrique Gitti Berger 
Neel Hedaoo 
Junho Kim 
Alina Lee 
Aryan Naik 

The AHS Philharmonia is the second-level intermediate orchestra and meets during second 
period. The content of this course includes instruction in performance techniques with 
emphasis placed on technical and musical skills through the study of rudimentary exercises and 
mainly grade 4 string orchestra repertoire. Individual practice outside of class time is necessary 
for successful mastery of performance standards.

Double Bass 
Mark Volovoi 

Harp 
Nir Oren 



The Sinfonia Orchestra is an advanced-level orchestra and meets daily during third period. This 
course includes advanced instruction in performance techniques with emphasis placed on 
technical and musical skills through the study of mainly grade 5 string orchestra repertoire.

Sinfonia

Violin 
Zayne Akrofi 
Tessa Butterworth 
Elisa Corena 
Angelica Fernandez 
Jakob Garcia 
Natasha Havanur 
Jenna Jung 
Avya Manchanda 
Dhilan Nanji 
Mandy Ng 
Rohan Pise 
Skye Robinson 
Jennifer Ryu 
Natasha Seletsky 
Ishita Sharma 
Brian Shon 
Nivethaashri Sundaramurthy 
Siena Yiin 
Sabrina Zhu 

Viola 
Walid Awad 
Joshua Crawford 
Samir Duggasani 
Evoni Lemons 
Michelle Liu 

Cello 
Michele Baek 
Faith Leiva 
Lindsay Machleit 
Suraj Mysore 
Denice Omene 
Marcello Phillips 
Sofia Weinstein 
Jonathan Yu 

Double Bass 
Abayomi Woolheater 

Harp 
Zachary Plimpton 



The Symphony Orchestra is comprised of students with highest skill level and serves as the 
premiere performing ensemble at AHS. Students in this course will demonstrate a mastery level 
of proficiency on violin, viola, cello, bass, or harp and perform mainly grade 6 orchestral 
literature. The strings from Symphony will combine with woodwind, brass, and percussion to 
form a full orchestra.

Symphony

Violin 
Kendall Brown 
Erin Cho ¢ + 
Michelle Cho +* 
Richard Cho + 
Rohit Das # 
Tessa Forzese 
Timothy Green 
Jenny Heo +* 
Elijah Hopper 
Nicole Hu # 
Nathaly Jose-Maria # 
Priya Joshi 
Emily Jung 
Hannah Kinsey 
Rashmi Kondur 
Eileen Liu ¢ + # 
Vivia Lung + * ~ 
Catherine Mi 
Samarth Mishra 
Violet Newhart 
Seoyeon Park 
Emily Perdomo 
Sarang Pujari +* # ≠ 
Arianna Rodriguez @ 
Anabella Santos 
Ida Vaghefi 
Derek Wang + 
William Zhang 
Anna Zhu # 

Viola 
Palin Bhardwaj # > 
Ashley Day 
Amogh Gadekar 
Austin Huang + ^ 
Anna Idichandy 
Ava Paikeday 
Annalea Sweat 
Kaci Xie ¢ + ~ 
Joseph Yoo 
Nathan Zhu 

Cello 
Michelle Bak 
Devyn Baker 
Sidhesh Desai 
Jason Juang 
Matthew Lin # 
Andrew Mulia + 
Sayanna Pillay > 
Adam Wang +* 
Charlsie Wemple @ 
Daniel Wilson ≠ 

Double Bass 
Joy Best + 
Eisen Griffin 
Henry Hopper ^ 
Samuel Lin + ^ 
Alan McVay 

Harp 
Olivia Barker + * 

Honors & Youth Orchestras 
+ GMEA All-State Orchestra 2018 
# FCS Honor Orchestra 2018 
^ Fulton County Youth Orchestra 2018 
¢ Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra 
* Emory Youth Symphony Orchestra 
≠ Metropolitan Youth Symphony 
Orchestra 
@ Georgia Piedmont Youth Orchestra 
 > Beethoven Chamber Orchestra 
~ Governor’s Honor Program 



Chamber Orchestra

A new addition to the orchestra program offerings in 2018-2019 is the AHS Chamber Orchestra. 
This class meets during fifth period. The Chamber Orchestra is the elite level string performing 
ensemble at AHS. The ensemble focuses on professional level chamber repertoire in many 
different styles. Many members of this ensemble have performed in the GMEA All-State 
Orchestra and other ensembles. Members of the Chamber Orchestra also perform in the AHS 
Symphony.

Violin 
Erin Cho 
Michelle Cho 
Richard Cho 
Jenny Heo 
Emily Jung 
Eileen Liu 
Vivia Lung 
Samarth Mishra 
Sarang Pujari 
Derek Wang 

Viola 
Ashley Day 
Ava Paikeday 
Kaci Xie 
Joseph Yoo 

Cello 
Sidhesh Desai 
Andrew Mulia 
Adam Wang 

Double Bass 
Joy Best 



Student Leadership Team

The AHS Orchestra program has a unique and active student leadership team that 
helps manage some of the day-to-day operations of the orchestra program and 
assist with special events like concert day dinners, the Bach to School social, 
movie nights, holiday gift exchange, and other orchestra activities.

Music Librarians 
Louis Jean-Guillaume

Kayla Crawford

Harish Kanthi

Elisa Corona

Natasha Seletsky

Michelle Bak

Tessa Forzese

Eileen Liu

Kaci Xie

Student Services 
Priya Joshi 
Nathaly Jose-Maria

Adam Wang


Operations 
Denice Omene

Nicole Hu

Derek Wang


Technology Information 
Divya Joshi
Natasha Havanur
Sidhesh Desai
Ashley Day

Managers 
Michelle Cho

Andrew Mulia 

Sayanna Pillay



Senior Class of 2019

Congratulations to the orchestra’s senior class of 2019! Each of you bring something special to 
the orchestra program and  we appreciate the service you gave to the orchestra. You will be 
greatly missed next year! Dr. Laux and the rest of the orchestras wish you nothing but the best 
in your future endeavors! Go Raiders!

First Row: Rohit Das, Andrew Mulia, Kendall Parker, Ida Vaghefi, Sidhesh 
Desai, Alan McVay, Samarth Mishra


Second Row: Denice Omene, Nivethaashri Sundaramurthy, Annalea 
Sweat, Arriana Rodriguez, Ishita Sharma, Sayanna Pillay, Michelle Cho, 
Nicole Hu, Olivia Barker, Michelle Bak, Emily Jung


Third Row: Anabella Santos, Natasha Seletzky, Sara Allen, Zayne Akrofi, 
Hannah Kinsey, Josh Crawford, Richard Cho, Nathan Zhu, Derek Wang, 
Adam Wang


Not Pictured: Junho Kim





President 
Hong Yin


Secretary 
Saloshni Pillay


Treasurer 
Craig Sweat


Assistant Treasurer 
Jackie Best


Alpharetta HS Orchestra Association

Publicity &Travel Chair 
Shiela Glenn-McVay


Fundraising Chair 
Shuping Bao


Hospitality Chairs 
Ienny Idichandy


Sherry Chen

Jean Wang


The Alpharetta High School Orchestra Association (AHSOA) is a non-profit 501c3 
organization. Together with the Orchestra Director and the student leadership, the 
mission of the organization is to guide the AHS Orchestra Program in terms of 
facilitating excellence in student educational experience; provide for opportunity 
for special performance opportunities, including travel; aiding to administer 
fundraising opportunities benefiting both the organization and students; attend to 
financial decisions based on program and budgetary needs, serving as fiduciary 
guardians.


Dr. Laux and the AHSOA would like to invite parents to volunteer to chaperone an 
event, head up a committee, or serve as board member.  There are openings 
every year and we could not do it without your help!

AHSOA Board 2018-2019

With Gratitude… 
Dr. Laux would like to sincerely thank the AHSOA board for their hard work and 
dedication to the AHS Orchestra program. Their continued support and guidance 
are greatly appreciated. The students of the AHSO are extremely fortunate to have 
such supportive parents and community members who value the arts and, in 
particular, a quality education in music.



Proudly serving the Atlanta area since 1993.
 Bow & instrument sales, artistic repairs, & rentals.
387 South Atlanta Street * Roswell, Georgia 30075
(770) 642-8111 * www.atlantaviolins.com







Orch!tra
“Friends of the Orchestra”

The Alpharetta High School Orchestra Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization that 
supports the students within the AHS Orchestra program. Your donations are greatly 
appreciated and are fully tax deductible.

Alpharetta High School 

Thank you for your support!

Friend $25

Donor $50

Sponsor $100

Patron $250

Benefactor $500

Maestro’s Circle $1000

Please select your donation level…

Company (if applicable): ___________________________________________________  

Contact Name(s): __________________________________________________________  

Address: _________________________________________________________________  

City, State & Zip Code: _____________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

I would like my gift to be anonymous:   Yes  No 

AHS Orchestra Student Name (if known): _____________________________________

Thank you for becoming a friend of the Alpharetta High School Orchestra! 

Please complete the form below. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Checks should be made payable to “AHSOA” and can be sent to school with an orchestra 
student or mailed to:  

Alpharetta HS Orchestra, ℅ Dr. Charles Laux, 3595 Webb Bridge Rd. Alpharetta, GA 30005



musicKSU.com

Degrees:
Bachelor of Arts in Music
  Composition, Ethnomusicology, Musicology, Music Theory, and Applied Studies 

Bachelor of Music in Performance 
   Instrumental, Jazz, Piano, and Voice
Bachelor of Music in Music Education
   Band, Orchestra, Choral, and General Music Education

Kennesaw State University

Music
School of

To apply and audition, visit



i n s t r u m e n t s   ●   b o w s
r e s t o r a t i o n

beauvinciviolins.com
678.691.2394


